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‘Breaking the deadlock’

Sir. — This refers to your Editorial, “Breaking
the deadlock” (Oct. 131 and the re-imposition of
President’s rute in U2 Along with the general
dlections in April and May 1996, the U.P As-
sembly poll alsa should have been held. Pur-
posely, they were deferved. As soon as Mr.
Romesh Bhandari became the U,P. Governor, he
indulged in mass-scale transfers ol officials to
engineer this kind of a fractured clectoral ver-
dict. Unfortunately none of the papers thought
it 1 10 comment on Mr. Bhandari's postings and
his official actions. On the other band, Mr. Kan-
shi Ram's stand for making Ms. Mayawati the
Chiel Minister i deing faulted. Also when the
Leftists, both the CPLand the CPHM). are frrele-
vant in U1 polltics, they are diclating terms Lo
others, demanding a declaration from Mr. Kan-
shi fa thot he will not have any contact with
the | n 1P these Leftists have to beg Mr.
Mulayam Singh lor a few seats, So thelr over-
bearing attitude deserves all condemnation. Mr.,
Kanshi Ram deserves appreciation for bis stand
in showing the Leftists their proper place.

K. Ranieni, Chennii
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Need for timely action

Sir, — There is disturbing news from Afghan-
istan, which has come under the control of the
Taliban, the fundamentalist agent of Pakistan.
The patronised drug production and traflicking
of the Taliban is bound to affect Tndia in a big
way. The driving away of Indian scttlers from
Alghanistan is another strong indication of
what is in store for us.

In the long-term interest of the country, India
should quickly act to support and help the neu-
tral forces of Alghanistan to take over and rule
the country with stability and peace. If we fail to
do this we would have to pay heavily for the
blunder,

Likewise, this is also the time for some surgi-
cal megsures in Jammu and Kashmir. Having
restored the popular Government, India should
20 all out to totally eliminate the terrorist ele-
ments, which are al present lying low.

[n Sti Lanka. the LTTE leader, Prabhakaran
and his leftover Tigers have been cornered Lo @
small forest arca. and very soon they have 1o
either perish or escape. Having known the psy-
che ol Prabhakaran all these years, it Is likely
that he and his clan may escape into Tamil Na-
du. where the ground Is still fertile and support-
ive to them. Prabhakaran may find it casier and
suler to operate and enlarge from there, To pre-
vent such a thing from happening, we should
have strategic presence of our armed and Naval
[orces in the Southern corridors and keep an eye
on the movement and plans of the LTTE,

Further, no relugee should be allowed into the
Indian shores. but made o seltle only in & near-
by island of ours specially prepared for this cause
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after making sure that they have no links with
the UTTE. I[ proper preventive measures ire nol
tuken in lime. we may be trying (o capture the
lion by its tail.

One does not expect India Lo act like Israel in
these situations, but at least it should act like
India itsell, the way it responded to the crisis in
the erstwhile East Pakistan when the situation
demanded it in the past.

Do our leaders, concerned with their own
safety and security, have time to spare 1o think
about such major cvents happening around us,
which concern our nation's sccurity?

N. Harihara Subranumiyan, Chennai

Inflation control

sir, — It is unfortunate that Mr. Madhu Dan-
davate. Deputy Chairman, Planning Commis-
sion, has cautioned the Government against its
seal to control inflation lest such control should
affect industrial growth (The Hindu, Oct 12).
This could lull the Government into neglecting
inflation control. Inflation hurts most those peo-
ple who are the Jeast able to bear the incregse in
the cost of living, particularly the fixed income
aroups, which are neither protected by o DA,
mechanism nor blessed by a “transfer” mecha-
nism by which they could transfer their in-
creased cost burden to others. The impact of
inflation on such people is far more than what is
indlcated by the ofticial index of prices. A six per
cent increase in the index of prices would have
at least @ 12 per cent impact on the real cost of
living lor most people. Let the authorltivs con-
trol Government expenditure and reduce the
budgetary deficits, maintain the infrastruclure
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